Reawakened - Part 5: Love Will Keep Us Together

Acts 4:31-37
Introduction: Some of you may have heard this story before but it is worth sharing: A man is rescued after many years on a desert island.  As he stands on the deck of the rescuing vessel, the captain says to him, "I thought you were stranded alone. How come I can see three huts on the beach?" "Well," replies the castaway, "That one there is my house and that one there is where I go to church." "And the third one?" asks the skipper. "Oh, that's the church I used to go to. We had a split and I decided to start a new church."
That is a joke so don't take it too seriously. However, many a church has been started using the church split planting method. The message today is the final one in our reawakened series. Over the past 5 weeks, we have talked about the need to return to our first love, the importance of prayer, the power of the Word of God, and the importance of church attendance. In our final message, we will look at the Unity of the church body.

I truly believe that churches that have experienced a genuine reawakening from God will also experience renewed unity within their fellowship. What is the one common factor that keeps a church unified. Love. As the old song says: "Love, love will keep us together..." I love the words of D.L. Moody regarding our love for one another and Unity: "There are two ways of being united -- one is by being frozen together, and the other is by being melted together. What Christians need is to be united in brotherly love, and then they may expect to have power." Let's examine what effect love has on the church today as we delve into our passage this morning.
I. LOVE BROUGHT THEM TOGETHER IN PRAYER (v. 31)
a. As we consider the context of this passage, we see where Peter and John had been arrested for preaching the gospel in Jerusalem.

i. They had healed a lame beggar who often laid at the Beautiful Gate of the temple

ii. Peter then proclaimed that this man had been healed and made to walk in the name of Jesus - whom the Jewish leaders had crucified
iii. After peter finished preaching, some Sadducees had Peter and John arrested and kept in custody until the next day when the council could be convened

iv. After the council questioned Peter and John, they had to acknowledge the miracle performed by them

v. They agreed to release these men but threatened them not to preach or teach of this Jesus anymore

vi. To which, Peter responded: "Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard."

b. When the church heard about this incident, they immediately went to God in prayer out of deep concern for Peter and John. The Bible says, "When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God."

c. Illus. I know you have heard the old saying, "The Family that prays together, stay together." I think the same is true regarding the church family.

d. We ought to have a deep love and concern for each other - deep enough that it drives us to our knees together in prayer whenever another member is facing trouble, trial or temptation. Thank you Lord for a praying church!
II. LOVE BROUGHT THEM TOGETHER IN UNITY (v. 32)
a. Their love for one another resulted in a close and tender union with one another - that is the best way to describe it. (illus. Greek Philosophers expressed this kind of unity when they spoke of: "Two friends, one soul.") 
i. BTW, the church had grown to about 5k people by this point. It is hard enough to get 75 people to be of one heart and soul!
ii. They unity was Supernatural. Church unity is always Supernatural. When a church experiences genuine revival, the natural out come will be unity.
iii. They had everything in common - the same expression used in Acts 2:44. 

b. Renewed love for Jesus always beings renewed love and unity with one another in the local body.

c. Let's not make the mistake of thinking that Unity means we are in total agreement about everything. While it is essential to agree on the most important things such as doctrine, it is not necessary to agree on the lesser matters. 
d. Illus. Some have attributed the following quote to Augustine, some to a theologian named Rupertus Meldenius. Regardless of who said it, it is an important principle that needs to be observed in churches today: "In Essentials Unity, In Non-Essentials Liberty, In All Things Charity."
III. LOVE BROUGHT THEM TOGETHER IN POWERFUL WITNESS (v. 33)
a. The BBC commentary says, "It seems that when God finds people who are willing to turn their possessions over to Him, He gives their testimony a remarkable attractiveness and force."
b. There is a powerful witness that is associated with the love we show for others within the church. Such that Jesus said, "By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." (John 13:35)
c. How we interact with and treat one another in the Body of Christ can either confirm our verbal witness for Jesus, or it can drown out our witness. Sometimes, people can't hear what we are saying over how we are acting!
d. It takes years to build up a reputation as a loving church and mere moments to destroy that same reputation.

IV. LOVE BROUGHT THEM TOGETHER IN COMPASSION (vv. 34-37)
a. Notice how they sold their possessions and gave the proceeds to the church in order to meet the needs of their brothers and sisters. 
i. Some have attempted to say that this was communism but their sacrifice was voluntary, not coerced. 
ii. Neither was their equal distribution, but the distribution was based on needs. (v. 35)
iii. So this was not a requirement in order to be a believer, but it was what God placed on their hearts to do - notice the example of Barnabas
iv. Contrast that with the example of Ananias and Sapphira in the next chapter who lied to the Holy Spirit.

b. A church that loves one another will exercise compassion with one another. I have said for a long time, we have relied on the federal government to do what God has called His church to do and that is to our shame.
c. Illus. "Christian brotherhood is not an ideal which we must realize; it is rather a reality created by God in Christ in which we may participate." - Bonhoffer
Closing: Someone once observed, "Snowflakes are one of nature's most fragile things, but just look at what they can do when they stick together." Unity in the body of Christ is a fragile thing. But what can be accomplished with a united front! Those churches will conquer the very gates of hell. The unifying theme however, it love: "Love will keep us together."
